Functional classification of simian immunodeficiency virus isolated from a chimpanzee by transactivators.
In reporter-based transient expression systems, we characterized simian immunodeficiency virus from a chimpanzee (SIVCPZ), with special reference to the human immunodeficiency virus type 1 (HIV-1). SIVCPZ was not equally activated by tat and rev transactivators derived from representative primate lentiviruses. HIV-1 alone activated SIVCPZ to the full extent in both tat and rev assays. The tat and rev gene products of SIVCPZ, as well as those of HIV-1, efficiently transactivated the other viruses. These results indicate that SIVCPZ is identical to HIV-1 with regard to the compatibility of tat and rev gene activities among four subgroups of primate lentiviruses.